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† 10:45 a.m. Worship 

Minister: 

All Members 

GaHyung Kim 

708-638-2868 

email:gahyungkim0511

@gmail.com 

Pastor 

John George 

Lay Leader 

Bonnie Johansen-

Werner 

Organist &  

Choir Director 

Megan Hill 

Amy Visser 

God Squad 

Kay Rothlisberger 

Circle of Love  

Roseanne Wilson 

Fish Pantry  

Don Marino 

Custodian 

Sena Scheel 

Administrative Assist. 

 Office Hours 

Monday, Tuesday & 

Thursday 

8:30  a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

815-838-1017 

Illinois Moves into Phase 4 of reopening: What That Means for Churches: 
 

Phase 4 of our state’s reopening plan will continue to move Northern IL 

Conference churches toward more in-person gatherings, but still with 

restrictions.  As the NIC’s ReTurn Plan Phase 4 states: Gatherings of up to 50 

people are allowed.  Face coverings and social distancing are the norm, and time 

in crowded environments should be minimized.  Restaurants and bars reopen, 

travel resumes, childcare and schools reopen under Illinois Department of Public 

Health guidance.  Visits to senior living facilities and hospitals are still prohibited. 

(Resource from Northern IL Conference) 
 

It has been three months since we have not been able to worship in person in the 

church building. As we prepare for moving into phase 4, which will allow 

reopening with small gatherings,  we as a church are working on a plan to allow us 

to have worship in- person in the church building. The leaders of the church had 

organized a Health Team, and the main task of this group is how to prepare our 

church and our building for worshipping together safely. At this time, we don’t 

have a specific target date yet, but the leaders are working hard to ensure 

everyone’s safety.  

 

Our Northern IL Conference has given us the following guidelines: 

·       Communicate expectations, protocols, and/or cancellations clearly and 

frequently 

·       Consider shortened multiple services and develop a reservation system 

and protocols so that attendance will not exceed 50 people 

·       No shared food or drink 

·       No nursery 

·       No congregational singing 

·       No bulletins or hymnals 

·       No passing of the offering plate 

·       Develop Communion procedure that departs from intinction 

·       Postpone Baptisms 

·       Continue online or virtual worship 

 
 

One of the churches I served previously was at First United Methodist Church in 

Oak Lawn, a  suburb just west of Chicago in the Southern District. One day the 

United Methodist Women gathered at First United Methodist Church in Oak Lawn. 

Even though there were a lot of churches filled with Caucasian people, of those 

who came to the UMW gathering at Oak Lawn UM Church on that day, 95% of the 

participants were Afro-American (women). 

 

As I looked at the vast majority of Afro-American women who had gathered in the 

sanctuary, “Ah!” I had an insight from God. Whenever I had said to people that I 

have been serving at English-speaking congregations, there was no black church in 

my brain and I realized it that day. I realized that, as an Asian-American woman 

pastor, I had focused entirely on learning about white American people’s lives, but 

that this country is full of colors, not just white. 

 (Cont. on pg 3) 
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Sunday, July 5 

5th Sunday after Pentecost ~ FISH Pantry 

10:45 a.m. Worship 

Scriptures:  Genesis 11:1-9 

                     Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

Sermon:  Cross Cultural Living 

 

 

Sunday, July 12 

6th Sunday after Pentecost ~ Adopt a Bill 

10:45 a.m. Worship 

Scriptures:  Romans 8:1-11 

                     Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

Sermon:  Garden of Faith 

 

 

Sunday, July 19 

7th Sunday after Pentecost ~ Circle of Love 

10:45 a.m. Worship  

Scriptures:  Romans 8:12-25 

                     Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

Sermon:  Reason for  Hope 

 

 

Sunday, July 26 
8th Sunday after Pentecost ~ Change for Missions 

10:45 a.m. Worship  

Scriptures:  Romans 8:26-39 

                     Luke 11:1-13 

Sermon:  Teach us to Pray 

Sermon Series for July 

As we speak about the Black Lives Matter these days, I called a colleague of mine who is Afro-American 

woman pastor and who is retiring this year. I remember that she had told me many years ago how she lived her 

childhood without speaking back or reacting to her white classmates when she was mistreated. She said,  

“ When we have a garden with many different flowers of different colors, we are happy to see them express 

their beauty as creations of God, but when we think about different people of different colors as creations of 

God,  we are not open to accept and embrace them.” This colleague, who is like gentle older sister to me,  

helped me express the grace of God. 
 

As Rachel and I walked around our neighborhood, we found a sign in front of one house that said, AMERICA 

is not White, America is FULL of COLOR.” 

  

You are in my prayers and thoughts. Let us continue to stay healthy. 
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Prayer List—Please keep the following people in your prayers 

Hallie Brown, Paul Farr, Neil Janssen, Chili Mahalik, Scott McQuilkin, Patti Johnson, Deb Chapp’s friend 

Jane Gardner, Joyce Volling’s brother David McCathie, Karen Marino, Rick Young. 

Prayers for members that are homebound or in nursing facilities: 

Maxine Smith (home), Iris Chapp (Lemont Center);  Don Grady (home); and Linda Kriete (home). 

 

Faith In Action Committee is hosting a  

Back to School Fair on July 14, 2020 

 

Contactless drop off from 3-7  p.m. in the  

church parking lot 

1st United Methodist Church 

1000 S. Washington St., Lockport 

 

We need your help! Consider donating school  

supplies to support the Catholic Charities 

Supplies needed are: Crayons, pencil boxes, spiral note-

books, and backpacks. However, ANY and ALL school 

supply donations will be accepted and appreciated! 

Community A Peaceful Demonstration of Unity March  

was held on Sunday, June 28th in Lockport.  This 

event was organized by LHAMA. The march was 

a peaceful solidarity march in support of the Black 

Lives Matter movement. 

After the march a prayer service was held at 

Central Square 

hosted by: Evangelist Julian Wright, Apostle 

Ernest Jones and many more. 
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Music Ministry 

Why a prelude? 

 

I just read a magazine article that says the prelude should never be “pretty.” After I gasped and then laughed, I 

read that “pretty” music detracts from the “serious” nature of the prelude. This certainly gives rise to some 

thoughts about what, indeed, is the purpose of the prelude?  

 

The main function of the prelude is to help each of us to enter in our minds and hearts into the house of the 

Lord. Even as we worship in our own homes, we can enter into God’s house in our minds and in our spirit. In 

these few minutes of music, we prepare ourselves to prepare to hear the Word of God and feel the leadings of 

the Holy Spirit. Sometimes we do this by quieting ourselves in God’s presence. Sometimes we do this by 

energizing ourselves in God’s presence. There is no one “right” way to enter into God’s presence.  

 

The music of the prelude is sometimes meditative and calming. Other times it is uplifting and joyful. 

Sometimes it is pretty and other times it is jarring. At times the music may be a mirror of your spiritual walk. 

Other times you may hear God at work through the music. Just as there is no one “right” way to enter into 

God’s presence, there also is no single “right” kind of music for the prelude. Hopefully the music will touch 

some part of your spirit to help settle you out of the busyness of life and into the presence of God.  

 

Now that summer has arrived, our instrumentalists are sharing more during preludes. Their offerings to the 

church are presented with the same purpose as music from the organ …. to help each of us to enter in our 

minds and spirits into the house of God. We may marvel at the technical skill of the players or the technology 

that lets instrumentalists play together from different locations. Sometimes we are dazzled by technical 

virtuosity. Lay each of these emotions at the feet of God, to dedicate both the performance and your response 

to it to the glory of God and bring us closer to God as we enter worship. 

 

May the blessings of worship continue to be with you in our time online. 

Peace, Bonnie 

Finance  

The Finance Committee would like to thank all of the caring and generous members and friends of the 

church whose faithful giving continues the support of this congregation’s good works. Our Worship services 

are now somewhat different, but they continue. Our Mission and Outreach works is somewhat different, but 

they continue. Our fellowship opportunities are somewhat limited, but they will continue as well 

“To faithfully participate in its ministries by their prayers, their presence, their gifts,  

their service and their witness.” 

Presence—This is the most difficult right now. Please DO tune in worship on Sundays either on the church 

website or on our Facebook page. Please try to watch or listen during our video broadcast so that, even 

though we are not physically together in the same place, we are spiritually together at the same time. 

Prayer—We can say without a doubt that we can always use more prayer! Pray for our fellow church 

members. Prayers for our denomination and the greater, world church. Prayers for all of the faith 

communities throughout the world to promote PEACE, LOVE, and JUSTICE. Prayers for the sick and those 

whose love ones are sick. Prayers for those who risk their lives in essential jobs. Prayers for our leaders to be 

just and wise. 

Gifts—Search yourself for any talents you may have that can be put to work for the LORD. It could be 

something as simple as a phone call to another member to chat could be greatly beneficial and appreciated. 

Witness—Take any opportunity that may come your way to share what you know of the love of God. 

 

The Finance Team 
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July 3    Linda Brown 

  Linda Walker 

July 5   Jenny Frayne 

July 6   Sandi Jacobson 

July 11  Evelyn Lindstrom 

July 14  Lynn Farr 

July 15  Mary Schehr 

July 18  Deb Chapp 

July 25  Lorelei Lorenzen 

Faith Development and Education 

Rob and Dede Curtis 

July 8, 2000 

 

Bob and Jan Hoffman 

July 14, 1956 

WHAT DOES JESUS MEME TO ME? 

MEME CONTEST 

 
Sponsored by the  

Northern Illinois Conference 

United Methodist Church 

DISCIPLESHIP TASK FORCE YOUTH INITIATIVE 

ADDYSON HILL 

Won 1st Place in the 8th grade and under  

classification 

 

Describing her meme: 

Jesus is my Lord and Savior. He is with me and 

walks alongside me every day. The meme I created is 

of my sister. When I saw her put the cup on her head 

like that, I immediately thought “blood of Christ.” 

My family and I were laughing so hard at her. How-

ever, we do need the blood and body of Christ now 

more than ever with what is going on in the world 

with the pandemic! 

First UMC Book Club 

The book club will be on hiatus for now. We will let everyone know when we 

will be meeting again. 
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   1 

9-Noon 
Circle of 
Love 
 

2 
 

3 
 
 
 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

4 

 

5 
 
10:45  Sunday Worship 
 

FISH Pantry 
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7 
 

8 

9-Noon 
Circle of 
Love 
 
 

9 

 
10 
 

11 
 

12 
 

10:45 Sunday Worship 
 
 

Adopt a Bill 
 

13 
 

14 
 

15 

9-Noon 
Circle of 
Love 
7 pm Zoom 
Council Mtg 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
 
 
10:45 Sunday Worship 
 

Circle of Love 

20 21 22 

9-Noon 
Circle of 
Love 
 

23 

 
24 
 

25 
 

26 
 
 
10:45 Sunday Worship 
 
 

Change for Missions 

27 
 

28 
 

29 

9-Noon 
Circle of 
Love 

30 31   

       

2020 

Please Note: 

Our office hours are: Monday-Thursday  



First United Methodist Church 

1000 S. Washington Street 

Lockport, IL 60441 

Phone: 815-838-1017 

Email: 1umclockport@ameritech.net 

Website: www.1umclockport.org 

TO: 

Mission Statement for First United Methodist Church of Lockport 
 “The church is the foundation of Christian life in accordance with the teachings of the Christ. We are people 

who believe that the love of God was revealed in Jesus and having accepted that love, we are committed to 

sharing this good news of God’s love by making disciples and teaching and nurturing them. To that end, we 

will: 

† provide an inclusive environment for Christian worship and learning, 

† strive to be understanding and accepting of other cultures and faiths as we work toward peace and justice 

for all persons, 

† nurture our children so that they will embrace the Christian life, and 

† support, with our prayers and actions, our brothers and sisters in our local and global communities.” 

First 
United Methodist Church 

Lockport 

Pray  

For  

Our  

Country 


